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AlL Local stories are based on real incidents. Names of people have been
changed with the obvious exception of Craig San Roque and Tom Singer.
There is mention of some deceased Indigenous men but they are named
in the customary manner as Kumanjayi or Kumantjayi. |dentities have
been further disqguised as none of the depictions in this book are based on
the appearance of the real people around who these events are based

on. Where possible, permission was sought from the people who are in
this book.

No sensitive Indigenous cultural material has been revealed.

The original author, Craig San Roque, wishes to thank those people,
Indigenous and non-Indigenous, who have generously and knowingly
contributed to the stories told in The Long Weekend in Alice Springs.

This version is dedicated to the lives, accomplishments and memory
of the following individuals and their families:

Berthe Nakamarra, Jilly Nakamarra, Rachel Jurrah, Pamela Williams,

Mr Zimran and April Spencer, the Cook-Abbotts of Intjartnama, Jungerai
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William Armstrong.
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The responsibility for content and interpretation of events rests solely with
the original author, Craig San Roque.

The notion of mythic sites influencing activities in the present in Alice
Springs/Mparntwe comes from a three way conversation circa 2000.
Mr Jampijimpa Armstrong and | consulted formidable and renowned
cultural custodian Mr W. Rubuntja on several troubling matters in town
pertaining to violence — the conversation turned to the matter of the
Dog Story. The idea that local dreaming stories are alive and active in
the present emerged easily from that conversation.



This was the inspiration behind my essay on the cultural complex. It was
Mr Rubuntja's urging that we take our town's Dreaming stories seriously
that led me to take this as the theme of A Long Weekend.

As a cultural caution — versions of the Dog Story are freely and publicly
available in the booklet The Arrernte Landscape — a guide to the Dreaming
tracks and sites of Alice Springs by David Brooks for Mpartntwe People;
IAD Press, 1991. | have mentioned only that which is publicly available.

The Caterpillar, Dog and other Tywerrennge/Dreamings are referred to

in Rubuntja's biography, The town grew up dancing — The life and art of
Wenten Rubuntja, Rubuntja and Green, Jukurrpa Books, 2002. Throughout
the book Rubuntja urges people to preserve, protect sites and respect their
significance and value to keep a healthy country and life.

On the Tywerrenge Wenten says in Caring for Town:
"This place is little Central Australian Rome - too much Tywerrenge"

"This is a very important Creation story here. If you drink a Lot of grog,
you will lose this, all this. You will Lose your mind. You will lose your
country — your mother's father's country and your father's father's
country. That's why you've got to be careful.” (p141)

"This country is there for all culture — because this is one country,
Australia. Australian people live as one, in all communities, black and
white...The Dreaming is really all over Australia. We must teach the
whitefellas...We can't just let things die out and Let the children get Lost...
Right thankyou for Llistening." (p150)

—Craig San Roque with Joshua Santospirito
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